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Africa’s global human capital share



2025

2050 = Further progress

2050 = Stalled progress



Diagnostic 1: Disparities in Less than Primary Education in Africa (2025)
Nearly half of the population in Eastern and Western Africa, particularly in Francophone Africa, has 
not completed primary education.



Diagnostic 2: Gender Disparities
Across most regions, females spend 1-2 fewer years in school than males



Diagnostic 3: Africa’s Learning Deficit
Learning across Africa is on average over 40% lower than years spent in school



Unlocking Africa’s Demographic Dividend 
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Reconciling trends in 
education in South 
Africa 

•Differences arising from varying surveys, 
reconstruction methods, and modeling adjustments

•Before building projections, we must systematically 
document and understand these differences rather 
than accepting any single dataset as definitive.

Broad consensus on 
expansion, but 
divergence on pace and 
scale

Mean years of schools in South Africa over time Highest education level attained (age 25+)
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www.africanhumancapital.org



CHALLENGING INEQUALITIES THROUGH POLICY 
RELEVANT ACADEMIC RESEARCH.


